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Several of these ballads are localised with an innovative touch of nativity. A typical example
is a ballad called "Dharmaraju Judamu", describing the dice-play between Dharmaraja and
Duryodhana. When Dharmaraja loses the game, Draupadi challenges Duryodhana to play
dice with her. The Kaurava prince accepts the gauntlet; "while Duryodhana threw the dice
with his hands, Draupadi moved the dice with her toes," revealing both her majesty and her
self-respect.
The ballad cycles on Mother Goddess are popular and are sung during festive occasions.
Ballads on Saiva and Vaishnava deities and devotees - Dattatreya, Markandeya, Harischandra
and Siriyala - find a prominent place in the repertoire of wandering minstrels.
Among the historical and heroic ballads, Paln&ti Vira Carhra and Katama Raju Katha are
the most prominent, both because of their content and also their form. The former, in 26
connected stories, narrates the family feud of the royal princes of Palnadu. The other one,
K&tama R&ju Katha, in 32 stories, depicts the inter-state war between Katama Raju of the
Yadava dynasty of Yalamanchili and Nalla Siddi Raju, a scion of the Telugu Choda dynasty
of Nellore fought between 1280-1297. The heroes of these two ballad cycles are worshipped
as martyrs even today in the Prakasam and Nellore districts respectively.
The story of Kumara Rama (14th a), the prince of Kampili, who fought against Mohammad
bin Tughlaq, is common both to Andhra and Karnataka. Likewise, the ballad of Desingu
Raju of Jinji (1714) is common both to Andhra and Tamilnadu. Bobbin Katha depicts the
battle between the Bobbili heroes and the king of Vizianagaram fought on 24.1.1757 and is
very popular all over Andhra. The ballad describing the heroic deeds of Alluri Sitarama Raju
(1897-1924), though of recent history related to the struggle for independence, is also popular.
Ballads on social events have a wide range of subjects. Among them Sati stories such as
Kanyaka, Kamamma katha, Sanyasamma katha, Vira Rajamma katha, etc. narrate the pathetic
life-histories and heroic sacrifices of women, worshipped now as p&rant&ndlu. Another variety
comprising the stories of high-way robbers who exploited the rich for feeding the poor are
popular among the lower strata of people, to whom the robbers belong. Panduga Sayanna
katha, Balesabu katha and Miansabu katha are such ballads.
Ballads of Oddirajulu, Bona Katappa Reddy, Musalamma, Varadarajamma narrate thb
stories of men and women who sacrificed their lives for the good of the common people.
Stories of Budda Vengala Reddy, Suddapalli Laxmamma and Dokka Seethamma describe
their philanthropic deeds. Some ballads on natural calamities - Ellala Cheruvu in floods, Musi
in floods, Penneru floods, Janagoam train accident and Jadcherla train accident - describe
the woes of the poeple involved in these accidents.
To the fourth category belong the ballads of fantasy. Gandhari katha, Balaraju Katha,
Ela Nagireddy katha, Kambhojaraju katha and Dharmangada-Pamu pata contain a sense of
wonder and narrate inexplicable mysteries of nature, These ballads invariably denote a moral
and show how truth and righteousness ultimately triumph.